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Last night at the Star Theatre in Hilton, Move Through Life Dance Company, with its production Singles, offered a fresh definition of motion. This multi-arts production is an eclectic mélange of dance, film and song tenuously linked by the word "singles". Although not entirely profound, Singles' exploration of being single, solo or solitary is rhythmically vivacious and sublimely graceful. In the eleven dance segments the choreography moves through lyricism, primitive symbolism, carnival, passion and sensuality.

Interspersed with the dance are songs from Emily and Thom Combe of The Finishing School (their version of Simon & Garfunkel's America is tremendous) and stimulating movies from Moerae Productions. High in quality as far as Singles individual components are concerned, it is nevertheless difficult to fathom why Moerae's moving images are included in the program.

When Singles concentrates solely on dance the result is gripping and multifariously connotative. The terrific dancers demonstrate an ability to blend abstraction with passion, vulnerability and sensuality. "Wasn't it wonderful?" was the mantra buzzed after the final curtain. It's difficult to disagree. Jo McDonald's choreography does not fit any of the stereotypes of amateur dance or theatricals; it is vibrant, enlightening and professional. And Kirsty Duncan's 4am and Connection, in which she dances to her own choreography, are deliciously and tantalisingly vivid. All fine dancers, the rest of the troupe seemed to relish the stylish choreography. Kate Whelan in particular is a splendid, expressive dancer. With its mix of music, dance and film Singles is an ingenious, visually striking, colourful and thought-provoking experience. 
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