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Black Coffee was an adventurous undertaking for Adelaide’s Move Through Life Dance Company. Collaborating with live jazz band Charlie Horst Jazz Orchestra, the dancers created a 1950’s jazz club brew. The atmosphere at Marion Cultural Centre’s Domain Theatre was cool and vibrant. From the moment I stepped into the theatre, it felt as though I had stepped back in time. The ushers were in costume and character, the bar staff were dressed to fit, and there was even a classic ‘cigarette sales girl’ selling programs and snacks. A lucky few got close to the action with table seating, further creating the jazz club feel.

Black Coffee centered around jazz club dancers, their lives and 1950’s culture. The dance pieces were mostly fun and entertaining. Showpiece 1 by Effie Saloniklis had all the glitz and glamour one would expect from a jazz club and was a great start to the night. Although the classic jazz style of dance remained relatively the same throughout the performances, each piece was quite unique, showing the differences in the many choreographers of Move Through Life. Almost every piece was choreographed by a company dancer, a testament to how Move Through Life develops and nurtures its troupe. Cooking, cleaning, sequins and glamour by Kirsty Duncan was danced solely to radio broadcasts from the 1950’s. It was a very interesting piece, giving the audience an insight into the world at the time. A challenge for the dancers, with no music and only voices, the dancers worked well together to portray their characters.

Dancer Kelly Moritz was a stand out. Her acting, plus dancing performance in What about what I want Charlie? was fantastic. Choreographer Daniel Turbill created an engaging dance theatre piece which had Moritz, with guest actor Eddie Morrison, having a heated discussion in the audience and then dancing down the aisle to finally reach the stage. Having the dancers centimeters from the audience really drew us in and gave life to the performers’ emotions.

Throughout Black Coffee the dancers stayed true to their characters and oozed style and pizzazz. Dancer Karen Humphreys, who featured frequently throughout the program, was well casted for the work, displaying 50’s style and quality dancing in every movement.

Collaborating with the large Charlie Horst Jazz Orchestra must have been a challenge for the company, but this wasn’t evident to the audience. The band was amazing. Singers Simone Lee and Sandy Milburn were outstanding and the music was fun, sexy and well chosen. The band helped set the scene for Black Coffee and had the whole audience engaged.

The finale, choreographed by Melissa Hill was cheeky, exuberant and a hit with the audience. It was an entertaining end to an enjoyable night. Sold out, and for good reason, Black Coffee is a clever concept, executed with all the sass, cheek and fun you would expect from a 1950’s jazz club. 

For further information about Move Through Life visit: www.movethroughlife.org.au
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