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The joint is jumping as patrons enter the Black Coffee Night Club. This is a place where the music’s steamy, the cats are cool and the dolls are hot, flavoursome, guaranteed to keep anyone awake at night, and one is just not enough. Featuring strong performances, dazzling choreography, and a smooth score, Move Through Life Dance Company’s Black Coffee exquisitely captures the essence and nuance of a 1950’s jazz club and translates it to a dynamic stage with breathtaking originality. 
Certainly as demonstrated here, Jo McDonald and Kirsty Duncan have developed into fine choreographers and their ensemble is deployed with thrilling imagination. All the girls - and their gorgeous costumes - smoulder with old-school Hollywood glamour, even the smallest role is expertly delivered, and the musicians are outstanding, with the musical direction perfectly balanced by Dave Blackmore. 

The company doesn’t allow the audience to be meek spectators as the proscenium arch is broken and the dances and showpieces go into and at times emerge from the audience. In these spaces, the production always feels sensual, sassy and dangerous, and this feeling is greatly enhanced by the convincing cast that includes front of house staff, cigarette girl, bus-boy, and bartender, all in period costume. This attention to detail and a specially commissioned bar brings to life a world whose unpredictability is perfectly recreated in this brilliantly staged event. 

The production makes a huge impact in its opening dance, Lipstick, Blush, Mascara, costumes, and as the dancers move collectively the stage resonates with energy and confidence. This is sustained throughout. With a smart set, lavish costuming and shimmering routines - filled with moments of uncommon intelligence, sensitivity, razzle-dazzle and wit - until the fabulous finale, Black Coffee is invigorating. 
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