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Audiences are used to a barrier between themselves and the performers but that “fourth wall” comes crashing down in the Black Coffee production at the Marion Cultural Centre.

Black Coffee is a dance/cabaret performance by local group Move Through Life and artistic director Jo McDonald says one of her aims is to “transport the audience back in time” to a 1950s jazz club. A key technique in that journey is to break down the wall between performer and public. To achieve that McDonald says the production “takes the performance to the audience” to immerse people in the experience. “As people walk into the bar room we want them to feel they are being taken back in time, so all of our front of house staff are dressed as if they are actually in the ‘50s and we are trying to be as authentic as we can,” she says. “Instead of the audience witnessing a performance we want them to feel they are actually back there in the time and a part of it, not witnessing some nostalgia show. They can even wear ‘50s gear too if they like.” Backing the dozen or so dancers is a jazz orchestra of 11 players, led by double bassist Dave Blackmore and featuring a full horn section.

“It started off much smaller and has just grown,” says McDonald. “To the point where instead of calling it a band we can now call it an orchestra.”

Move Through Life was formed by a group of local dancers in 2004 and Black Coffee is their fourth production. While many of them work as teachers and workers in creative industries and have had intensive dance training they are not fully professional dancers. Move Through Life was formed to give the members a high standard outlet for their performance skills. In addition to the productions, Move Through Life offers dance workshops in various genres such as contemporary, classical and also jazz, which is a common point of reference for many in the group. “In the past we have focused on contemporary dance, but a lot of us have had really strong dance training in jazz, so we thought that would be an interesting journey to go back to those roots,” says McDonald. “So we asked what is this thing called jazz? What are the hallmarks and the techniques, so this is the first jazz project as a company capitalising on the strong jazz background so many of us have.”

Black Coffee is at the Domain Theatre at Marion Cultural Centre on Fri Mar 6, Thu Mar 12, Fri Mar 13, and Sat Mar 14.
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